
Mississippi’s ARRA-Funded State Energy Program (SEP)

•  �Mississippi received $40,418,000 in federal stimulus funds through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
(ARRA) to administer the State Energy Program (SEP).  The Mississippi Development Authority’s (MDA’s) Energy Division will 
administer this program for the state. 

•  �The Energy Division will make information on this program available to the public through our stimulus Web site at http://
stimulus.mississippi.org.  Check the Web site regularly for updates.  

Energy Efficient Buildings- $17,000,000 allocation

Mississippi Goals for SEP
•  �Reduce energy consumption across the state 

and create or retain jobs
•  �Provide grants, loans and incentives 

for purchase and installation of energy 
efficiency and renewable energy 
measures

•  �Install energy efficient building retrofits 
for public facilities

•  �Increase awareness of energy efficient 
building codes and standards and 
implement voluntary programs that impact 
new design

•  Workforce development
•  �Increase alternative fuel vehicles in 

Mississippi

Prohibited Uses of SEP Funds
•  �Construct mass transit systems & 

exclusive bus lanes
•  Construct or repair buildings or structures
•  �Subsidize fares for public transportation, 

utility rate demonstrations or state tax credits
•  �Conduct, or purchase equipment 

to conduct, research, development 
or demonstration of techniques or 
technologies not commercially available

•  �Funds can be used to supplement – but 
not supplant – other federally funded 
programs 

•  �SEP ARRA funds can be used with other 
funds to complete projects but must be 
tracked separately

SEP Performance Metrics
•  Jobs created
•  �Energy saved (kwh/therms/gallons/BTUs/

etc.) 
•  �Renewable energy installed capacity and 

generated
•  GHG emissions reduced (CO2 equivalents) 
•  Energy cost savings
•  Funds leveraged  

Lead By Example -$9,950,000
•  �Program will increase energy 

efficiency and reduce consumption in 
public buildings

•  Tasks include but are not limited to:
	 —  Preliminary energy audits
	 —  Building retrofits
	 —  Metering of individual buildings
•  �1,000 targeted state owned buildings 

are determined by:
	 —  Cost of project
	 —  Projected energy savings
	 —  Job creation/retention

Performance Contracting- $6,900,000
•  �MDA will help finance energy saving 

upgrades for public institutions through 
performance contracting

•  �Allows public sector to reduce energy costs 
and obtain funds at a lower interest rate

•  �Repayment based on project savings
•  �Eligible efficiency and renewable 

technologies include, but are not limited to:
	 —  Lighting
	 —  Chillers
	 —  Furnaces
	 —  Boilers
	 —  HVAC
	 —  Energy Management Systems
	 —  Building envelope
	 —  �Solar thermal & water heating
	 —  Landfill gas
	 —  Biomass
	 —  Geothermal heating
	 —  Municipal solid waste
	 —  CHP/Cogeneration

Building Energy Codes & Beyond 
Energy Codes - $150,000
•  �Program will educate the commercial, 

industrial and residential sectors on 
energy efficiency building codes

•  �MDA will conduct residential energy 
efficiency construction and remodeling 
demonstrations in at least five 
communities for contractors, suppliers, 
architects, realtors and others to show 
energy efficient building and remodeling 
techniques that contribute to energy 
savings and added value for homebuyers. 
These demonstrations will show how to 
benefit from energy financing programs 
and earn federal tax credits 

•  �MDA will partner with the Building Code 
Council to promote awareness of energy 
codes in all sectors
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Market Transformation & Technology Deployment - $10,000,000 allocation

Mississippi Job Protection Through Energy Economic Development - $10 million allocation

•  �MDA will administer grants to eligible Mississippi businesses to help them cut costs, reduce energy consumption, and create or retain jobs
•  �Eligible retrofits and upgrades include purchase and installation of energy efficient equipment and technological items related to building 

envelope including windows; lighting and daylighting; HVAC; water heating; industrial systems for steam, process heating, pump fan and 
compressed air; solar or biomass power systems; metering; and other MDA approved items

•  �MDA will make awards on a competitive basis according to criteria including, but not limited to, project readiness, expected benefits from 
the program, job retention/creation and the amount of leveraging an applicant provides.  MDA will also attempt to equitably distribute 
awards geographically across the state and to companies of all sizes 

Program Administration - $3,418,000 allocation

•  �Provide programmatic support for staff to implement function activities, including personnel costs, indirect cost charges and 
professional service contracts

•  Provide up-to-date information and metrics on the implementation strategies under ARRA
•  Provide for development of a comprehensive statewide energy policy plan under ARRA
•  Expand programs to educate and promote consumer end-use efficiency 
•  Deliver energy efficient outreach for public and private facilities in Mississippi
•  Expand building energy audits and technical assistance programs
•  �Provide statewide workshops, training, education and assistance to technicians and building designers, contractors, 

builders, utilities and the financial sector

Renewable Energy Projects - 
$5,600,000
•  �Program will provide incentives to 

public and private entities to help 
deploy commercially available 
efficiency technology and renewable 
energy systems

•  �Eligible uses include, but are not 
limited to:

	 —  Solar electric generation
	 —  Solar thermal water heating
	 —  Biomass energy production
	 —  Geothermal heating

High Performance Buildings with  
Smart Metering - $3,750,000
•  �Working in conjunction with the 

Lead by Example program, MDA will 
contract the installation of smart 
meters on state and local public 
facilities

•  �Meters will collect data to better 
manage energy consumption and 
costs and will eventually connect to 
a two-way network for even greater 
management 

Energy Efficiency & Renewable 
Energy Training Program - $400,000
•  �MDA will partner with the MS Board 

of Community Colleges to develop 
an Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy Training Program

•  �Program will prepare future workers 
for the green economy

Transportation - $250,000
•  �Provides municipalities incentives for 

purchasing hybrid/alternative fueled 
vehicles, promote clean/green cities, 
train clean/green cities coordinators
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For additional information, please visit http://stimulus.mississippi.org

Mississippi Development Authority - Energy Division
PHONE: (601) 359-6600  •  FAX:  (601) 359-6642


